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of tribes to which they were attached. In Native States
they had to pay poll-tax (jSsa) as well as a contribution
(malia or pkdr) on the occasion of the marriage of the Sar-
d5rs (chiefs) and mdtalirs (leading men) and their sons, and
on the death of male members of their families., and also a
fixed fee when a Hindu's son was married. These contribu-
tionsare still levied in parts of the Native States, and in some
places the poll-tax has been converted into a shop-tax. In
the Afghan (now administered) territory the Hindus had to
make small presents (lungi) to their protectors (gifts) and
keep free of interest a running account for purchases made.
They had to wear a distinctive dress (a red cap or a turban,
red trousers or dhoti and generally rode donkeys, of which
a fine breed is still found in Bela and Barkhan. Bakhktialsx
attached to tribes were considered transferable for a con-
sideration. Thus it is stated that Pir Dad, one of the Burra
Jamot inotabirs of Las Bela, sold the Chhangani Wanrias
to Jam Mir Khan Kalan for Rs. 2,000; that the other
m&tdbirs resented the transaction and wanted to redeem the
Wanrias and that the rupture between the Burras and the
Jam would have been complete, had not Rabia, the mdtabir
of the Gunga, intervened and effected a compromise by
which the Wanrias were restored to the Burras.

Though the Hindus were, in a state of dependence, their
g$is and the tribesmen helped them in every way, protecting
them from aggression, settling their disputes with the tribes*
men, and respecting their honour. Seldom, if ever, were
their females or religious practices or prejudices interfered
with by the Musalman tribesmen, while cases of conversion
to Islam were very few. Like women, and children who
had not put on the partuk (trousers), and the Loris, they
were unmolested in tribal feuds, unless of course they
played an active part in the warfare. For dependent though
they were, many of them imbibed the wild and warlike spirit
of the tribesmen. Nine generations back. the Burras of

1 The Hindu traders ara variously, known as Bakhkhfil, Wanria or